


AGM 1819

18#3

MR. TILSON (HAMDEN)3

Mr., Speaker, this is a techhical améndment to the law cfi=
cerning thé filing of chattel mortgages wvhere personal property
and eertain kinds of manmufacturing plent, without the real estate
in which the same is situated or wed, is mortgaged, by & deed
complying with all the provisions of section 7265 and filed for
record in aceordance with the provisions of seetion 7268. There
was no opposition to it.
THE SPEAKERS

Question 1s on passage of the bill. Those in faver will
signify by saying "ayeYs; opposed? The bill is passed.
THE CLERK:

Favorable fepnrt of the Committee on Judiclary on Substitute

for Senate Bill No, 301 "An Act concerning the marriage of
Epileptics. and Imbeciles.” Calendar 1139 File 623.
MR, TILSON (HAMDEN)S

‘I move that the Committee's favoreble repart be accepted

and the b1ll passed in concurrence with the Senate,
THE SPEAXERS

Question is on acceptanceé of the Committee's favorable re-~
port and passage of the bill in concurrence with the Senate,
MR, TTLSON (HAMDEN):

Mr. Speaker, this bill removes the prohibition egainst the
marriage of epileptics. It was strongly supported by medical
opinion., They said this kind of law has no sense, repeal it.
So far as ‘is ¥nown it hasn't. been enforced in fifty or seveﬂtyb
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THE SPEAKERS

Question 1s on passage of the bill, Those in favor will
-§1gnify by saying %aye%"s; opposed? The bill 1s passed.

THE CLERK:

Favorable report of the Committee on Finance on Substitute
for_Senate Bill No, 421 “An Act authorizing the City of Norwalk
to Issue Bonds to Acquire Shore Front Property."” Calendar 1140
File 621.

MR. BREVILLIER (LYME):
I move the aeceptance of the Committee's favorable report

——

and passage of the bill in concurrence with the Senate.
THE SPEAKER:

Question is upon aceceptance of the Committee's favoradble re-
port and passage of the bill in concurrence with the Senate.
MR. BREVILLIER (LYME):

This bill simply permits the City of Norwalk to issue bonds
not to execeed ninety thousand dollars for the purpose of acquiring
and developing certailn shore-front propety.

THE SPEAKER¢

Question is upon passage of the bill. Those in favor will

signify by saying "aye"; opposed? The bill is passed.
THE CLERK?$
Favorable report'of the Cormittee on Finance on_Subgtitute

for Senate Bill No. 439 "An Act concerning Issuing Bonds for Im-
provement of Recreational Faellities and for the Construction of

a Band Shell in Mathews Park." Calendar 1141 file No. 622.
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THE CLERK: Cal. No. 829. Substitute for Senate Bill No. 301,

An Act concerning the marriage of gpileptics and imbeciles.
Favorable report of the Committee on Judiciary. File No. 623.
(Upon motion of Senator Jewett of the 20th district for acceptan
of the committee's favorgble'repoyt and passage of the bill,the
bill was passed)

SENATOR JEWETT: :Mr, President, the major change in this Act is
to take out of the present statutes the prohibition that
epileptics may not marry. The Judiciary Committee heard a great
deal of evidence. It is the opinion of expert medical men that
epilepsy is not an inherited disease and this being so it seems
unnecessary to prohibit the marriage of an epileptic. The other
change is the prohibition of paupers to marry is taken out of th
Act and we believe it faces the reality of modern day 1life.

THE CLERK: Cal. No. 830, Substitute for House Bill No. 781l. An

Act amending an act providing for a Board of ?ublic Safety for
the City of Torrington. Favorable report of the Committee on
Cigies and Boroughs. Yile No. 553, '

(Upon motion of Senator Minetto of the 306h district for
acceptance of the commitpee’s favorablévréport and passage of
the bill, the bill was passed)

SENATOR MINETTO: Mr. President, this provides for a Board of
Public Safety for the City of Torrington.

THE CLERK: Cal. No. 831. Substitute for Housejﬁill Qg: lﬁjB.

An Act amending the charter of the City of New Britain concernin
the inclusion of air force veterans in the definition of "War

Veteran". Favorable report of the Committee on Cities and
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Judiciary

April 1, 1953

Sheriff Paul Sweeney, president, State of Connecticut Sheriff's

Association: The association has voted in favor of
H. B. 433. H. B. 444 changes the statutes. The
sheriff is paid by the state and as such is the
only state officer wherein there is a personal re-
sponsibility in the conduct and management of the
prisoners. According to the present statute the
sheriff is personally responsible. The idea is to
place it upon the county and not on the sheriff.

Sheriff Donald Potter, Hartford: .I speak on H. B, 433. Sec-

tion 3012 prohibits the conveyance of certain arti-
cles in the state prison and provides heavy pen-
alties. There is no act concerning conveying any
of these articles to the county jail and it should
be put on the books.  This bill provides for the
same prohibitions anddit adds "or any barbituates®.
Sleeping pills are easy to smuggle in and can be

a dangerous think and it was suggested that it might
be included in this bill. There should be an addi-
tion to the last sentence after "three years". To
this sentence should be added "should be fined not
more than $100". You may think that the penalty
should be somewhat modified but think there should
be some legislation which would make reasonable
penalties. i

Chr. Pruyn: Anyone opposed? The hearing is closed. We will

take up 301, Anyone in favor?

S. B. No. 301 - Lowell - AN ACT CONCERNING THE MARRIAGE OF

EPILEPTICS AND IMBECILES

Dr. A. L. Burgdorf, Director of Health, City of Hartford,

appearing for Connecticut State Medlcal Society:
This bill provides for the elimination of the word
fepileptic® from Section 8592 of the statutes. At
this time I would offer an amendment and have it
eliminated from Section 8593, which is a companion
section., If 8592 is amended, it should also apply
to0 8593 to bring the two in harmony. The reasons
for this change is that when the law was put on the
books, at that time epilepsy was considered to be
a disease that was homogeneous, but since then it
«~was found that not all people who suffer from con-
* fulsive seizures are necessarily epileptics. It
is now pretty well established that the tendency
toward convulsions is not hereditary. There are
many people who suffer from convulsive seizures
which has nothing to do with epilepsy. This mat-

ter is being considered in many states at the pres- .

ent time,
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Judiciary April 1, 1953

Rep. Tilson: Section 8394 - do you think it ought to be s
® matter of statutory rape?

Dr. Burgdorf: The committee only considered the two sections

I mentioned. I will be glad to poll thé committee

and get their opinion on that section.

Mary Campbell, Training School, Mansfield State Hospital: I
wish to register in favor of 30l.

Dr. Neil Dejgtan, Superintendent, Mansfield State Hospital: I
think the period should be placed after the words
n"than three years® in the last sentence of this
bill, deleting "or both". I think it hardly advisable
to remove the word "epileptic"™, because that has been
mentioned before. This would permit marriage but
that is all. It is true that this law goes back to
the dark ages. At the present time we know more
about epilepsy than we did before. We do not talk
about epilepsy - we say there is a disturbance of
the electrical currents in the brain., That is not
to be considered as serious as it has in the past
from the viewpoint of inheritance. The great bulk
of epileptics are in the community. There are about
10,000 in Connecticut and we have 300 in Mansfield
and 300 in Southbury. !

Chr., Pruyn: The hearing is closed. We will take up S. B. ;
v/559., Anyone in favor? . )

S, B. 559 - Lowell - AN ACT CONCERNING CARNAL KNOWLEDGE IN
’ CERTAIN CASES

Albert Hoover, Acting Director, Stgte Welfare Department:
We in the study of welfare laws reviewed Section
8594 and found that in addition to epileptics,
paupers were also listed and we could not see any }
reason for "pauper™ to be in there, so we deleted
nor a pauper". After we put in the bill Dr. Dayton
suggested that we change this section and substitute
"mentally defective™ instead of "epileptic or imbe- .
cile". TI-have prepared a substitute bill but in ‘
talking to you I discovered I might be mixing apples
with cherries. Mentally defective as used - there
is 'no definition as to what it means. It may be
something else your committee may want to take in-
to consideration. I notice H. B. 1597 introduced
and referred to your committee takes care of the
word "epileptic"™ in Section 8594.

[T

Chr. Pruyn: An&one opposéd? The hearing is closed. We will
teke up H. B. 127. Anyone in favor? ;
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