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" PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY | - 96

PURBSDAY I | o APRIL 1, 1947
Senator Raymona, pregiding |

Members present: Senstor Reymond

Representativess: Austin, Barringer, Christoph, Downtng,
Tnoallo, Padula, Riley, Tyrol, deelee,
Wabatar and “fa).@(ﬂ B . /

r., Raymond: We are go%gg to open this hearing on' 8. B No. 292

AN ACT CONCERNING THE SAFETY CF PERSONS IN PIACES OF ASSEMBLY
I8 BUILDINGS and 'S. B, No. 553, AN ACT CONCERNING TFE SAFETY
OF PERSONS IN PUBLIC BUILDINGS. REGARDING EXIT SIGNS.

Are the proponents of the billg here? Or are there any
Senators or Representatives that would like to sgpesk ian favor
of these bills? ’ ‘ ‘

Mr. W. J. Sinnott: On my arrival today T recelved mimeographed

copy of a form entitled "Proposeo gubstltute for S. B. 588
and ‘H. B. 051 concerning sefety to life in buildings housing
the public; /S. B. 200 and’/H. B.. 950 concerning sefety in
hospitels, convelescent homes end certain other buildings,

and T. B. 952 concerning fire alarmg and eutometic sprinkler
systems in certein bulldings". It 1s epparent that this
gubstitute bill would cover all of the features in S. B, 558.

Ghr. Raymond s Anyﬁody~else like to speak?

Gommisqloaer Hickey: I want to speak aow on the substitute bill

for' S. B. No. 292 and H.B. 944 (AN ACT CONCERNING THE SAFETY
OF PERSONS IN PLACES OF ASSEMBLY IN BUILDINGS).

The substitute that 1s offered, I think the Committee bﬂve

e copy, which 18 entitled "AN ACT CONCERNING THE SAFETY OF
PERSONS IN PLACES (F ASSEMELY IN BUILDINGS", in order to
enlighten the Commlttee on the reagsons for Ollcrlﬂf this
subgtitute act concerning the safeuy of persons in placeb

of assembly. I would also like to discussé al the seme time
a substitute for S. B. 558 and for H. B. No. 951 (AN ACT
CONCERNING SAFETY TO LIFE IN BUILDINGS), hoth concernlng
safety to lilfe in plesces housing the public. S. B.IQQO(AN
ACT DIMINISHING DANGER TO LIFE, HEALTH AND SAFETY IN CASE

OF FIRE} eand H. B. No. 950 (AN ACT CONCERNING SAFETY IN
HOSPITAL, CONVALESCENT HOMES AND CERTAIN OTEER BUILDINGS)
and H.B. No. 952 (AN ACT CONCERNING FIRE ALA{MS AND AUTOMATIC
SPRIVKLER SYBTEES I CERTATN BUILDINGS .)

. I realize that some of these bllls thet I heve mentloned

- are not on the cel endar before thig committee hiearing Loday
but as the substlitution thst 1s mede affects all these billu,
I would like to discuss them in general. This substitute
for S. B, No. 5858 end H. B. No. 961 is recognized ss a Pire
Safety Code Enebling end Enforcement Act. I think I am cor=-
rect in stating thal the reasons for offering many of the
bills concerning gafeby in places of public assembly 18 bew
cause Lhe public is very conscious of the serious fires that
have occurred, not only in thils vicinlty but throughout the
country. And these proposed bllls thet heve Teen offered
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are all in the interest of public safety end I am sure that

all understand the motives that prompt asking for more
"gtrengthening laws and closer application of the law. I
happen to be & member of the Governor's Fire Commission which
has been studying not only the existing laws but the proposed-
changes in the lew. That commission comprises of five indi-
viduals, two of whom are representatlyves of insurance com-
penies and have to do with safety englineering. One is a
building inspector of the nelghboring town of West Hartford.
Oné is the superintendent of & hosplitel (New London Memoriasl
Hospital) and the other member is a fire chief (Fire Chief
Hines of New Haven)e. So I think this committee is well
qualified to meke recommendetlions. All of the study have also
been referred to the Fire Chile fs Assoclation of Connecticut;
to the Building Inspectors Association; to the Department of
Health, ss thet dépertment hss control over licensing of con=
valescent homes. We have also reférred some of the proposed
changes that we have made to the State Board of Educat lon

a8 they have concern sbout safety in schools. After all these
conferences and exchange of informetlon between these groups,
we have returned to this particular suggestion: that an en-
abling and enforcement sct be estelblished by lew for the pur-
pose of changing all these conditions. We feel that these
‘conditions that sre suggested in these various bills can be
made satisfactorily through the Enabling Act and we ssk you
to consider that this state isg, like many states, that there
~are all types of buildings; that there ig very liitle new
construction under way; that our problem deals with exlsting
structures in buildings and we must approach it having 1in

mind the conditions that now exist. A hard and fast law will
not only work out many hardships but will meke it dlfficult

to remove a law of the hazards that we know do exist and we
suggest and recommend that this Code be established. I think
it's important thet we read it: '

"Section 1. For the purpose of this Act and any other statutes
releted to fire preventlon and safety the Commissioner of State
Police shall serve ss the State Fire Marshal. He may delegate
to: any member of the State Police Department such powers as he
deems expedient for the proper administretion of this Act and
any other statute related to fire prevention and safetye.
Section .2. The State Fire Marshal shall esteblish a Fire Safety
Code and et any time may amend the same. The regulations in
this code ere to provide ressonable ssfety from fire, smoke
and panic therefrom in all buildings and upon all premises exe
cept those used for manufacturing. This code shall be khown as
The Counecticut Fire Safety Code. .

Sectlon 3. This code shall specify reasonable minimum require-
ments for fire safety in new and existing duildings and facili-
ties. Regulations may be in accordance with the size, type of
construction, and nature of use or occupancy of such bulldings
or facllities.

Section 4. WNothing in this Act, sand no regulstions mede in
accordance sherewith, shall be inconsistent with the provisions
of the stetutes nor impelr the rights of municipalities to enact
“ordinances and meke orders with respeet to bulldings as provided

|
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for in Section 2602 of the General Statutes and Section 2603
a8 emended by Section 445g of the 1941 Supplement thereto, in
so fer ss such ordinances or orders speclfy requirements equel
to or sdditional thereto, or more stringent fhan the regulte
tions lssued under the suthority thereof.

Section 5« The Connecticut Fire Safety Code and all smendments
thereto shell be registered with the Secretasry of State and
edvertised in accordance with Sec. 42h of the 1945 Supplement,
and 1n eddition thereto a copy shall be provided all local fire
marshels, fire chiefs, Building Inspectors, and also such other
governmental officliels as may request same,

Sece. 6. Any person who shall violate any provision of the
Connecticut Fire Safety Code shall be fined not more than $200.00
or imprisoned not more than three months, or both.

Section 7. Each local Flre Mgrshel shall inspect or cause to
be lnspected, at least once each calendar year and as often sas
may be necesssry in the interests of public safety, all bullde
ings and facilities of public service within his jurisdiction,
and upon receipt by him of informstion from an asuthentic source
thet any other bullding or facility within his jurisdiction is
hazardous to life safety from fire, he shall inspect such builde
ing or facility, end in each case shall satisfy himself that

all pertinent sgtatutes and regulations are complied with, and
shall keep & record of such investigetions. Such local Fire
liarshal shall have the right of entry by himself or by his lawful
agent at all reasonable hours into or upon eny premisea within
his jurisdiction for the performence of his duties except that
occupied dwellings and habitations, exclusive of common use
passageways and rooms in tenement houses, hotels and rooming
houses, may only be entered for inspections between the hours

of 9 AM. and 5 P.M., except in the event of an emergency re=
quiring his lmmediete sttention for safety to life, or in the
interests of public safety. Each locel Fire Marshal shall
meke a monthly report to the suthority from which he received
his appointment, and shall be pald for hils services in meking
such inspections of buildings and facilities the compensation
agreed upon with such sppointing suthority. ’
Section 8. When the local Fire Marshel shall ascertéain that
there exists in any bullding, or upon eny premisges, combustible
or explosive matter, or dangerous accumulastion of rubbish or sny
‘flammable materlal especielly lliable to fire, which is so situae
ted as to endanger life or property, or shall find obstructions
or conditions that may interfere with the egress of the occu=
rents in case of fire, he shall order such materlals to be
forthwith removed or the conditions remedied by the owner or
occupant of such building or premlises, except that when such
buildigg, structure or premises is being used in the carrying

on of manufecturing, he shall promptly notify and report in
writing such metters to the Commlssloner of Lebor and Factory
Inspection upon forms provided by sald Commlssioner. Upon
failure of en owner or occupant to abate such hazard or remedy
such conditicon within & reasonable period of time as specified
by the local Fire Marshsl, such locsl Fire Marshasl shall promptly
notify the Smte Fire Marshal of all the facts pertalning thereto,

end said State Pire Marshal shall promptly teke gppropriete action

N
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for abatement of such hszard, and may order such place or
premises clogsed or restricted from public service or from
uge untll such hazard has been remedied. When such hazard is
found to exlst upon premises supervised or llcensed by a
Stat e Department or agency, the State Fire Marshal shall
promptly notify the admlnistrator of such department or agency
of his findings. .
Section 9. When the local Fire Marshal shall ascertain that
there exists in any bullding or upon any premiges a condition
in violatlon of the statubes relating to fire prevention and
gafety, or any regulations made pursuant thereto, the remedy
of which shell require constructlon or a change in a structure,
of which shall require constructlion or s change in s structure,
he shall promptly notify the Building Inspector in writing,
if there 1s one, and if there 1s no Building Inspector he
shall promptly notlfy the Btate Fire Marshal in writing, and
either of these officials so notified shall issue orders for the
elimination of such condition.
Section 10. The State Filire Marshal may take original jurisdice-
tion for the sbatement of any hazardous condition found by him
or his agents to be contrary to the statutes or to the regulas
tions made in accordance therewith, and shall report such con-
ditions to a prosecuting attorney. He shall have the right of
entry by himself or by his lawful agents at all reasonable hours
into or upon all or any premisges where any such hazard may exist.
The State Fire Marshal, upon receipt of information from the
administrator of any State department or agency that a conditlon
in sny bullding or facility supervised or licensed in part or in
whole by his department or agency, is hazardous to life or is
in violation of the statutes pertaining to fire prevention and
safety or the regulations made in accordance therewith, shall magke
or casuse to be made, an lnspection of such bullding or facility,
and may take original jurisdictlon for the abatement of such
hazardous condition.
Section 11l. Any person aggrieved by an order of the local Fire
Marshal or State Fire Marshal relative to the enforcement of
the statutes concerning fire prevention and safety mey appeal
therefrom to the Court of Common Pleas.

‘Sec. 100lc of the 1935 Supplement, and Sectlons 49lg,

492g and 493g of the 1943 Supplemant to the General

Stetutes are herewith repealed."

I might say that 1in asking for approval of this particular bill
concerning the Fire Safety Code Enebling and Enforcement Act,

we are aware of the fact,and we want to call to your attention,
that we have other enablling acts. We have an enabling act
practically the same as this permitting the Commissioner of
State Police to set up rules and regulations governing the
operation and safety of theatres. We also have an enabling act
permitting the Commissioner of State Police to set up rules

and regulations governing the storage, transportation and use

of explosives. We also have one governlng the use of tents

or other movable dwellings. These three have been enforced,

with the exception of the last one which went into effect in 1945,
a number of years and we have found the licensees operating
under these particular rules and regulations cooperate. I think
you would find on inquiry that they would much prefer to continue
on the rules aml regulations than to have any rule or law or law
put on the books so that we could not give safe leeways.
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The reason for that is because of the chenging condltions
that come from time to time. That's why we are asking for
this Safety Code to enable us to meet these changing condie-
tions. I realize and I'm sure members of this Committee

also realize that there has been a feeling in the lbglslature
for a number of years that it was not quite in line with the
wishes of many of the legislstors to delegate such power snd
such suthority to stste departments and sgencies. I would

be in eccord with that view 1f I was asked to adopt some kind
of an Enabling Act regerding traffic on the highway today and
I wouldn't want anything to do with rules and regulations of
that kind beceause it would be impossible and impractical to
meet it. Therefore, we must have an absolute law to cover
gsuch conditions. Here we are déaling with buildings and
things thet we must face from a practicsl point of view as
well as a theoretical point of view. For that reason I want
to ask yowr favoreble recommendation to the legislature for
this Ensbling Act 80 that we cen have the full cooperation -
not only of all agencies that are interested, the law enforce-
- ment agencies that eare interested - but I feel that we can
get better public support of that kind of an act and arrive
at reasonable safet v .

Another thing that 41 want to point out to you is this samended
act concerning the safety of persons in places of assembly

in builéings. If it should so heppen that this Fire Safety
Code wes not sprroved by the legislature,despite whatever
recommendations this @ommittee may make, we certainly would
be in a very sad plight if it turned out that we have a bad
fire and felling to get it approved by the leglslature we
would certeinly be in a very sad plight if we do not have

an act to take its place. I would ask you to give considera-
tion to AN ACT CONCERNING THE SAFETY OF FPERSONS IN PLACES OF
ASSEMBLY IN BUILDINGS. If I may be so bold as to suggest to
this Committee that they consider the Fire Code Enabling Act
and wistever your decision may be in thet, if it is a favor-
able one I would ask thet you submit that for consideration
“to both houses and if they approve we could then incorporate
it in our rules and regulastions and get co-operation. - If the
Fire Safety Code Enabling and Enforcement Act was made lew
there wouldn't be any need for asking for an additibnel law
for the Act Concerning the Safety of Persons in Places of
Assembly in Buildings because ¥U¥/HgYY we would incorporate
¥¥ in our rules and regulations the provisions that are set
forth in that Act. I'm sure that there sre other representa-
tives here who would. like to be heard and I certainly would
like to have you listen to what they have to say. There may
be some who are not in accord.

ire Chief Henry Thomas, Hartfords I represent Connecticut Fire
Chie fs' Association. I would like to spesk in support of
this substitute law of S. B. No. 5568 along the same lines

as pointed out and indicated by Commissioner Hickey. I feel
that the sound; of those: fire sirens wes quite timely. The
public is conscious of the hazards of fire becsuse of a
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number of tragedies and 1oss of life, etc., and outside of
the consciousness of it the situation is quite real. If we
were to gel very close to it in this partiecular room I wonder
what we might do if something should occur in this building.
The Fire Chiemfs of this state have had something to do with
the formation of these bills for which this particular bill.
is asked as a substitute. We are very much aware of the fact
of safety from fire by prevention in itself and the economilc
factor as well has a real potential 1life hazard. This costs
money but we must deal with existing buildings and while most
building codes are not retroactive we are stlll faced with
the existing buildings, some of which have been the grounds
of these serious losses of life in hotels and other lnstitu-
tionsg. As a representatiye of the Fire Chiefs of Connecticut
I wish to submit that we could put ourselves high in the lead
of all other states if your Committee would approve a State
Safety Code. The Stete Fire Marshal is capeble of making
that Code eand also of operating that Code with the asgsistance
of the various local marshals. We are very much aware that
you can't build new buildings to put fire escapes in. Neither
can we wait until we get new buildings to work with to apply it.
We have 2 very real situstion, and other states throughout the
country are now in the process of forming and compiling various
laws and regulations. The Fire Chiefs of the state, to whom
is charged the responsibility of protecting life and property,
ask for asdequate legislation to provide safety in case of fire.
On their behalf I want to emphasize very strongly that we are
very much in favor of the Connecticut Fire Code to be formed
and operated under the State Fire Marshal's office. And in
view of the fact that the fire losses and the deaths from fire
increased five hundred end sizxty-one million in the country
last year from spectacular hotel fires, etc., I can not con-
celve of this Commlttee or any other committee falling to
- provide a code that can put Connectlcut in the forefront as
far as the safety to 1life of its inhabltants 1s concerned.

hr. Raymond. I would like to ask the fire chief 1f that fire siren
wasn t pert of the program. Anyone else wish to speak?

r. Arthur Rutherfavd, Building Inspector: I am here as chairman

of the Building Inspectors Ass001ation of Connecticut. I also
happen to be a member of the Governor's Commititee on Fire Safety
and we have gilven a great deal of time to the study of these
problems‘before your Committee. I think that these bills as

they have been perfected by Commissioner Hickey are the answer

to the work that has been going on over a great many years.

Fire marshals and building inspectors have been at this work

for the past thirty years. Some of the fire marshals in the
state longer than that. Thoge are the men who know what we :
gshould have for fire safety in these builldings. As Commissloner
Hickey has sald, the Governor's Committee has consulted with

all these various agencles. We have consldered very many methods’
of approach to this probkem. I think the building inspectors

in the state unanimously agree that this Enabling Act is the |
solution of the problem. Enabling acts are not new to this |




- 7 -

| | | 100
PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY LA

TUESDAY - APRIL 1, 1947

1egislature. There's an enabling act to the city of New Briw
tain; one to West Hartford and one for East Hartford which

gives these cities and towns the right to adopt any law that
they see fit that conforms to certain standards. The Natlonal
Board of ¥Fire Underwriters and various committees all over the
country have engineers at their command that the state of
Connecticut could not afford to hire to delve into these sub-
jects. This Enabling Act would have these agencies and their
work Bver the past years and the present work that they are
doing on this very job shows I think that we all have & responsi-
bility saving lives. This Committee has a responsibility to the
citizens of the state of Connecticut. For the building in-
spectors of Connecticut and for the people, let's try this
method and I think it will pesitively work.

hr. Raymond $ Anyone else who would like to sgpeak in favor of this
bi1l®?

r. Lamoureuxs: My particular interest in this Dbill is based on the
fact that my bureau in the Stabe Departiment of Health licenses
gsome two hundred and eight hospitals and convalescent homes.
This brings us lnto the middle of the whole matter. Under

the sanitary code the fire precautionary measures shall meet
the approval of the State Commlsslioner of Health. That has
meant in the past that untrained men have had to be fire mar-
shals to a great extent. Recently we have asked that the
delegation of the approval be on the locsl fire marshsal.

Now the trouble here ig that in the cities where we have full ]
time departments we can gel supervision. In the country

where about 80% of our homes are located, we have a variation
in standards depending on the individual who 8 doing the job.
The Department of Health has tried to establish its own stand-
ards to bring these matters into some regulation. This code
is the answer. +t standardizes the procedure. It causes no

- hardship. It produces a great deal more co=-operation because
somebody down in Fairfleld county knows that somebody in Winde
ham county 1s dolng the same thing and they are more willing
to do it. Buildings are not safe so regulations have to be
made to make them safe. On the Waslis of that fact, and really
our interest pertains to S.B. 290 and S.B. 558, I would like
to go on record as favoring - and I hope that you also favor -
the Ensbling Act.

hr. Raymond: Anyone else?

r. Joseph F. Farr, New Britain: I represent the Connecticut State
Firemen's Association end our Assoclation wants to go on record
in favor of this bill - the enactment of this code to the public
gsafety in buildings.

hr. Raymond: Anyone else?
tewart M. Potter, Fpirfield: As chairman of the legisiative committee

of fire chiefs 1 also want to go on record as favoring the
adoption of this regulation.
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,'Raymond:l Anyone else?

¢ Chief George C. Graham, Bristol: I would like very much to go

on record in favor of this bill. I'm a member of the legisla-
tive comuittee of the Fire Chiefs Assoclation of Connecticut.
I happened to get & hold of a few flgures the other day that

I would like to mention. For every child in the United States
thet's stricken with infantile paralysis there are four children
that dled by fire. That's a record of which we shouldn't be
proud and I surely would like to see Connecticut out in the

forefront with safety measures ageinst fire.

¢. ¥. Baron, Fairfield: I'm heartily in favor of the bill and
there are a great many reasons why this bill should have the
highest approval. In suburban areas we need protection against
fire hazards, especlelly in such areas where there are no
possible means of protecting small homes and where homes have
not been professionslly designed. 1In the past few years we
have many instances of fires in this state costing three or
four thousand ﬂ%II people killed, injured and crippled and
some of them were women and children. I belleve the authority
vested in the Fire Marshal can be depended upon to make safety
regulations.

r.kRaymond: Anyone elge?

Harold'Shippee, Westfield or Fairfield: I wish to go on record
as favoriag this Enabling Act.

« Jo Franklin Dunn: I am also a member of the Chiefs' Legislative
Committee. I wish to go on record in favor of this Enabling
Acte ’

« Thomas F. Lee, Fire Commis sioner of Hartford: I would like to
go on record as being 100% in favor of thisbill.

re Chief Joseph B. Tracy, Norwich: I would like to go on record
in favor of this bill.

hr. Reymond: Anyone else?

. J. F, Meunier, East Hertford:; I would like to go on record in
favor of this blll. The Commitiee should know what I heve
been thinking of. We are giving this Committee the benefit
of perhaps four or five hundred years of experience in the
fire service and I think that should be congidered.

r. Raymond: Anyone else?

ir, Herman M. Levy, Council of Motion Picture Theatres for Conne:

I would l1like to state for everybody interested that we are

in favor of this bill. We have been Z¢¥Y under the super=
vision of the State Police Department and it's a very, very
gstrict supervision. PFour years ago I canvassed all the states
in the union in so far as fires in theatres were concerned and
Connecticut was the safest state in the union. State police

s
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supervision is hard and strict end 1t is primarily lnterested

in safety of public. Interest best to be served through this
Ensbling Act.

r. Raymond: Anyohe in the room opposed to this pill? Is there
any member of the Committee that would like to ask any ques=-
tionas?

.« Riley: How much time would be given these people to get the
changes you suggest?

mmis sioner Hickey: Reasonable time is given to meke the sugges-
tions offered. The Enabling Code will grant the authority

to the State Fire Marshal to grant allowances and that is

one of the very strong reasons why we are asskling for the
adoption of the Code. Otherwise if you had an act here which
wag speclfic and positive and went into effect on the first
day of July, I think all of us would agree that we would have
no other recourse but to enforce it and let some court declde
whether we were correcte.

ep. Ingells: Does this affect private homes also?

ommissloner Hickeys: Includes all buildings and could include
‘ certalin types of houses that come under the tenement act.

hr. Raymond: Is there snyone who would like to speak on any one
bill in particular, that is the original bills? They are
covered by the Enebling Act you have been talking sbout but

I was wondering 1f anyone wanted to pick out any of the flaws
in eany of them. Anyone wish to spesk on S.B. No. 292 or

H. B. No. 9442 1Is there anyone who would like to tear any
of these apart?

ép. Austing: Why are town halls exempt?

ommissioner Hickey: I think I have probebly been advocating fire
gafety in ell buildings for at leagt twelve years and I think
there are other men here who have been at it much longer.

Why town buildings sre exempt, I can't tell you. I can say
this to you - wherever I have personally made a restriction

I have not advocated any exceptions in any buildings. From
my experience in some town halls, they will not be exempt.

ep. Austin: It doesn't seem logical to exempt town halls.

omnigssioner Hickey: I'm not in favor of exempting town halls
because many are being used for other reasons than town
governmental reasons. We have to detall police and firemen
to attempt to put some reasoneble safeguards in the places,
go I would not under asny circumstances exempt town halls.

€P. Barringer: What regulation do you have for prlvate homesg?

ommigssioner Hickey:t We have a tenement act now that specifies
installation of oil hurners end safety devices. I have also

e B
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in mind the suggestion that has béen made for garden apart-

ments that might have a greater number of people than twélve
occupying the premises. For a single house with a single
family, I doubt 1f any further precaution than what we have
already would be taken.

. Berringery I haven't snything in mind unless the Chief has
' something to offer.

neiChief: Taomask: The only precaution 1is approving certain
types of 01l burners; approving the installation of the oll
burners. I might point out here that in Sectlon 7 of this
proposed Enabling Act, on page 2, you will find that there
1s a sentence that reads, "Such local Fire Marshal shall
have the right of entry by himself or by his lawful agent

at all reasoneble hours into or upon any premises within
his jurisdiction for the performance of his dutles except
that occupied dwellings and hebitatlions, exclusive of common
use pagsageways and rooms in tenement houses , hotels and
rooming houges, may only be entered for inspections between
the hours of 9 A.i. and 56 P.M., except in the event of an
emergency requiring hls immediate attention for safety to
life, or in the interests of public safety." I think that's
qulte obvious of the intent of the State Commissloner of
Police and State Fire Marshal.

omnissloner Hickey: T think we ought to be concerned with build-
ings as to the exits. The fire that took place down 1n East
Hampton where a building was built as a garage or a store- .
house and changed into & dwelling - there was but one exit
and even the windows were higher than usual. I think the
windows were 5 1/2 or 6 feet from the floor snd when the

shoul d be suthorlized to correct a situation like this. Not.

saylng this about it but for a condition theat arises like
that and then we could be empowered to correct a situation
of that kind.

r. Arthur Rutherford: The Commissioner has explained it very

a week ago Wednesday night at a council meeting I presented
a building code to the city of New Britain which they have
adopted and they insisted that there should be two ways out
of every one-family house.

r. Herman Levy: ©S. B. No. 558 may not be accepted but I would
like to call the Committee's attention to the original bill.
Section 2. gstates, "Exit signs shall have the word EXIT in
‘plainly legible letters not less than 3/4 inch in width end
shall be not less than five inches in height. Signs in
corridors and other passageways where necessary to indicate
the direction of egress shall have EXIT signs with suitable
arrows. The lettering shall be of a size not smaller than

signs shall remein plalnly visible for a period of one-half

ments that there be only one exit permitted in garden apert--

fire happened in the bottom the only exit was the front door.
All but one of the family lost their lives. The fire mershal

for the purpose of going out and teking a single dwelling and

thoroughly. As an instance of how fire conscious people are,

required for Exit signs. Provision shall be made whereby such

)
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hour in cases of emergency caused by the failure of the primary
gsource of current." Iy contention is that that is a privately
owned, patented exit sign which is fluorescent after the source
of power is turned off. It 1s in here without saying that 1t
is a privaetely owned patent. TFor the theatres we certainly
object to any privately owned patent. If it has the approvsl
of the Comulgsioner of the State Police or if he feels we
should have that we will bow to accept it but we do not want

to be leglslatured into using it. This is only 1f you consider
the original bill instead of the substlitute bill.

ommissioner Hickey: I am in accord with what the gentleman has

gstated 1if we were considering the original S. B. No. 558.

But I might say that 1f the BEnebling Act ig approved, I would
certainly asdopt the suggestion that was made by the Governor's
Commission and Fire Chiefs, the Building Inspectors end De-
pertmentel Agencles and the others by polntling out thet Sectlion 3:
"Exit signs, of a type or types spproved by the State Fire Mar-
shal, shall be placed at each exit doorwsy ofa place of essembly,
and at the doorwey in any pessageway oreny stairway leading
therefrom." And two sentences below: "Adequate illumination
shall be provided in all exit passageways and stairways. The
lighting source for exit passegewaysand stalrways and exlt signs
shall include an automatic auxiliary source of power spproved

by the State Fire Marshel." The Ensbling Act would empower

us to spprove exit signs in passageways and the Fire Marshal
would be able to consider John Doe's light as well as Mr.
Sinnott's light. If it met the test they would all be accept-
able.

r. Sinnott: I would like to state that the sign we msnufacture

is not patented. At least eleven nationsl manufscturers
make it. :

hr. Raymond: Anyone else like to say anything further? If not,

gwe will close the hearing on these bills.

'S.B. No. 52 (Raymond) AN ACT CONCERNING SANITATION OF
RENTED DWELLINGS.

hr. Reymond: Anyone like to speak in favor of S. B. No. 527

r. Werren J. Scott, Senitary Engineer: Dr. Osborn has asked me to

speek in favor of this bill which was introduced with the ap=
proual of the State Department of Health. Some reference has
been made to our State Tenement House lews. We have a very
peculiar situation in Connecticut. We have certain powers
given to the Départment of Health but very little power with
regard to any rented single and two-femily houses. In Section
2562 of the general ststutes 'the tenement house ig defined as
any house or building or portion thereof which is rented or

is occupied as the home or residence of three or four families
living independently of each other. In connection with the law
we have certsin state statutes that are already on the books.

I will pass around the state laws that sre already on the books

with regard to three famlly houses. We are getting every day

o @







Hbﬁée"; o wlle
6.3.1947 '

_ House Bill No. 1487 continued:(Mr, Tanner)
(The rules were suspended.)
Mr. Tanner: This bill provides; Mr. Speaker; for certain
teachers in the Education department who have been
serving in Bridgeport for several years to come under the pro-
visions of the Civil Sefvice Act in Bridgeport. I move acceptance
of the committee's report and the passage of the bill,
The Speaker:  The question is on acceptance of the committee's
report and the passage of the bill in concurrence=
no; this is a House bill. Wili you remark?
(Without debate and under suspension of the
-rules, the report of the committee was
accepted and the bill passed.)

The CLERK: Favorable report of the committee on Public, Health
and Safety - on SENATE BILL NO, 558 = AN ACT CON-

. CERNING THE GAFRTY OF PERSONS IN
(§§§§§1tUte PUBLIC BUILDINGS REGARDING EXIT
STGNS.

ThevSpeaker: The lady from Wolcott:
Mrs., Wakelee: Mr. Speaker;‘this et prbvides that the Commissione
of State Police shall be the State Fire Marshall,
He shall establish a Fire Safety Code to provide safety from fire
smoke and panic therefrom in all buildings except dwellings
occupied by one or two families; and on all premises except those
used for manufacturing and shall be known as the Connecticut
Fire Safety Code, Same may be amended at any time by the State
Fire Marshal. This code shall specify reasonable minimum re-
quirements for fire safety in new and existing buildings. Nothing
in this act shall be inconsistent with the provisions of the

statutes nor impair the rights of municipalities to enact ordi-

nances and make orders with respect to buildings as provided in |
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_Sub Senate Bill No. 558 (Mrs. Wakelee continued:)

Sedtion 2602 in the General Statutes in so far as such ordinances

!

and orders specify requirements equal to, or additional thereto,
more stringent; than the regulations issued under the authority
thereof., This act provides that the Connecticut Fire Safety
Code and all amendments thereto shall be registered with the
Secretary of State and a copy shall be provided all local fire
marshals; fire chiefs; building inspectors and such govefnment
officials as request same, Violators of the Connecticut Fire
Safety Code shall be subject to a fine of $200- or imprisvnment
of not more than three months or both, Bach local Fire
Marshal shall inspect or cause to be inspected at least once

a year all buildings and facilities of public service within his
jurisdiction to satisfy himself that such buildings are not
hazardous to life safety from fire, A record shall be kept of
such investigations, When the local Fire Marshal finds that
there exists in such buildings or on any premises combustible or
explosive materials or a dangerous accumulation of rubbish or fla
mable material, especially liable to fire which would endanger
life or property; or if he shall find/gbstructions or conditions
which wpuld interfere with the egrg;ézof the occupants in case
of fire, he shall order the conditions immediétely remedied and a
report sent to the State Fire Marshal., Upon receipt of such
report the state fire marshall may inspect or cause to be in-
spected such building or facilities and may take original juris=
duction for the abatement of such hazardous condition. Any

person aggrieved by an order of the local fire marshal or.state

fire marshal relative to the enforcement of the statutes

or
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Sub. Senate Bill Na. 558 - (Mrs. Wekelee)

General Statutes are repealed., Mr., Speaker, I move acceptance

/ passage of the bill in concurrence with the Semate, Will you

eohcerhing”fire‘preVeﬁtiqh“and'saféfy'ﬁaywappéal therefrom to th
Court of Common Pleas., Section 100lc of the 1935 supplementi
and Sections 491g, 492g and 493 g of the 1943 supplement to the

of the committee's favorable report and the passage of the bill,

in concurrence with the Senate.

The Speaker: I don't believe any one in the Houseveould hear
the lady - there is so much confusion. The

question 1s on acceptance of the committee's report and the

remark? (In concurrence with the Senate,
(Without debate the Teport of the committee
was accepted and the bill passed under
suspension of the rules.,)

The CLERK: Favorable report of the committee on Public
Health and Safety - on SENATE BILL NO. 814 =
AN ACT CONCERNING RATES FOR HOSPITAL CARE -

The Speaker: The gentleman from New London.
Mr, Kamurcir: I move suspension of the rules; sir, (The rules
were suspended) This bill received a favor=-

eble report from the committee and provides for the charge or ch
/%gtes for the care ofi indigent narcotic addicts from $5,00 to
$8.,00 in state ownedﬁinstitutions. This will bring increased
revenue to the state, I move; Mr. Speaker; acceptance of the
committee8s report and the passage of the bill in concurrence
with the Senate;

The Speaker: The question is on acceptance of the committee's

report and the mssage of the bill in concurrence

with the Senate, Will you remark?(Without further debate
and under suspension of the

(rules, the bil
(1n concurren%elW1%h”§e%§%%*
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