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Sub.
‘/HOUSE B11L 740. (Mr Maykham)

AN ACT INCREASING THE FOWERS OF THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT RESPECTING

WATER.

Hearing 3-3/-2.00

The purpose of this bill is to enable the Metropolitan District to
take water on the Bast Branch of the Farmington River. It gives
suthority to condemn land and build a reservoir for a water supply

on the East Branch of the Farmington River above the present compensa-
ting reservoir in New Hartford. It further rrovides that the Com-
mission, in order to compensate rlparian owners below the proposed
works, may build two compensating reservoirs on the West Branch

of the river and may use the surplus water from the Egst Branch
project to generate electricity. The eléctricity will not b e

sold, but will be used to furnish compensation to riparian owners

if necessary. The bill provides for compensation to riparian owners
for water taken from the Esst Branch, compensation to owners of

land taken for the reservoirs, for relocation of highways, school~-
houses and cemeteries affected by the flooding, for sdrveys, for payment
of taxes on the land taken, for compensation to Barkhamsted of $5,000
for an iron bridge and $1,000 for a wooden bridge that would be
taken, and for removal to & new location of the Hartland Town Hall.
If authority for this enterprise 1s granted now, the work will not

be completed and the water fit to drink before 1941. A greater
water supply will be necegsary for the Metropolitan District by

that time. The only alternative 1s to use water from the Connectil-
cut River.

Opposition: This will practically blot out three or four towns

in one of the most beautiful parts of the State. Granting the

power to generate hydro-electric power is an opening wedge which
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may be very far-reaching in its effects upon the citizens of

Litchfiéld county. It is a violation of the principle that no
goverment either fedral, state or municipal shall usurp the

rights of individuals or of commerclal enterprises.

Favored at hearing by Representatives Cramer, Cheney, Holland, Burnham,
Chamberlin, Maciora, Googel, Beach, Senator Hagearty, Senators Conroy,
Coo{ey, Connor, Representative Markham, Miss Kearns, Mekss Mérritt

Mayor Batterson, Mr. Corbin, representing Chamber of Commerce.

Judge Button, Rockville; Samuel Ferguson, Hartfoed Electric Lt. Co.
Opposition:

Representatives Gower, Hartland; Hutchings, Harwinton; Miss Stewart,
New Canaan; Burton, Woodbury; Finette B. Nichols, Fairfield; liiss
Alice Coe, Winchester; Arthur Johnson, Colebrook; Whittlesey, Thompson,
House, Lawrence, Barkhamsted, Senator Parsons, Prof. 0dell Shepard,
Trinity College; J. L. Bell, Litchfield; Miss Consedine, North

Canaan; Frank Healey, Theodore Case, Granby, Irving E. Manchester,
representing Chamber of Commerce of Winsted; E. L. Vail, Pres.

Winsted Savings Bank; H. R. Johes, New Hartford; E. D. Jones,

Winsted; Representative Gold, Cornwall.
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