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MlJAHOS OOUMISEBE • -
BOADS, HIYSRE end BRIDGES COMMIT EBB.-. 

(Joint Hearing 9 Maroh 1 , 1921 ) 
(Hall of the House. ) 

SEUATB BXXL HO* 284 - (Introduced by Senator Maodonald) 

• An Aot eenoeming Motor Tehioleo, amendment to Section £0, 

Chapter 233, Publio Aets of 1919, relating to Fees for the 

Registration of Meter fehiolea. -

lOHISSlOinBH 3T0B0ESL-
"It ooours to me it weald probably expedite matters if yea took 
thiC Fees SOhedule op by seetiene. The flrtt section, "A" relates 
to ooaaoroial Motor Tetic&os, • 

tt2Missxo:;sa B E I I I T B T T -
"Mr, Chairman and gentlemen- I want you all to hoar what X have 
to say. X wish to preface vsfeat I hare to say by the remark that 
the state Higmey Departaont at the present time is net with demands 
for work that oanaet be one half or one tenth dene* This is due 
mostly to the operation of Motor Tohieleo on the highways. After 
looking ever this situation and studying it for a long time, wo 
decided to aftveaeoo this system of Motor Tohiole foes as a reraoOy 
for seoe of on* troubles. Mr* Chairman, Z prepared a written 
statement, Whioh X will road and file with yon* * 

Heading of statement » • 

CEAIHMA!> 
"Is there anyone wfce wishes to speak in favor of this Seotion of 
the Bill?" 

Ho one spoke in feror. 

OPPOSITION * * ' • 

A. P. MAH3H, (Hew Britain, Co**.) 
"X represent the manaffcoturers, basinets men, merchants and the 
traekmen of How Britain, and I am here to say that we are all 
opposed to this proposed inoroase in Motor Tohiole registration fees. 
We hare looked at this question from every angle, and we fail to see 
why the motor truck business particularly should be punished for 
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jrhat they hare done for the pubftie. fre are not in favor of axi ••>>.<* 
burden b Jing put upon the motor vehiales for the maintenance of th3 
highways, nor is it just that it should "be. We have heard a lot 
ia+aly about the good old aye. Quite recently in one of our local 
papers,, it was suggested that wa "go back to the good old days'*. 

It is all right i f you want to be reactionary, but many of these 
people don't care to oe* Those "good old days" gentlamen, ware 
about the bo3t da^s that our toiling, struggling ancestors could 
make them They worked to give us a better day. So I sey-
away with all the foolish tall: about the good old clays, What wc 
should do is to look forward to better days>, but these reactionary 
measure8 Will never giv<f us better flays in the future.. I say 
we have oome to a M O D E R N day with a big future before UE ,- we have 
motor vehicles and ever^ kind of dev^lepment possible, and we are 
opposed to anything, that hinders our progress,- anything that has 
for its object thi eliminating of -Slings worth while, and wo 3ee 
in this proposition before us the elimination from the highways of 
the heavy duty trucks, and we object to it . v The manufacturers 
object t.o it.. How if you want to go baok to the good old days*-
lotls go back 80 years- 20 years ago the railroads were obsoleto 
Vtesterner-s came into 1'ew England and since that -time it has been 
demonstrated what J ^u. roads can do. How, Where would we have been 
during the war if it hadn't been for the motor trucks; where would 
WQ have bean last spring if it hadn't been for the motor trucks? 
fc£tor trucks made it possible for manufacturers to get materials, and 
get .their goods shipped, now. you will turn around and propose a 
measure that means th£. trucks will be crowded off the highways It 
•is beyond the conception of justice* ITow I am not up here to a vocato 
no increase t and I- am not here to say wa, should not pay our part of 
these (î Lghv/py costs, -but out in, Hew Britain we -havo agreed that we 
should pay a reasonable increase, I havo letters hers from a good 
raw business men and riaaufaoturrers , t only on? of which states 
they ayo in favor of a -greater rate 'of 'increase on motor trucks than 
on pleasure cars, and they are all in favor of a smaller increase tfca 
is* prqposed- not one is in favor of an increar e of mors than 100 
We are" going to see if we can get something for our money, and will 
not favor any inorease of more than 100 i Wo have talked with 
some of the best men in Connecticut^ and thoy ore with us on this. r.T. 
.don't feel that the m:-to'r truok should be put out of business. :*e 
want the privilege of using the highways. 7/e have done our shar 
toward destroying the highways, we know very well, but while we have 
been doing that we have been serving the public, and right here in 
Connecticut when the railroads have foiled us the truoks Siavo oo. e 
tc the.rescrue. How of course we have to admit that the railroads a: a 
able at present to take care of the business, and they always will 
be when there is no business™ and this is about the only time in £C 
years when the railroads could take care of it» . How, gentleman, 
oloase lets look into the future to that bright and better day we ar» 
all looking forward to, and what about the railroads. They are 
looking for increased ratos nor/- they fall down ever;' tine you want 
them to .do anything .extraordinary, last spring the manufacture-s 
cf Hew Britain trucked the is goods to Boston and shipped by boat tc 
Springfield Ho , Oklahoma and to Wyoming I J3ee no reason why th 
operating of trucks should prompt sueh an increase as is proposed. 
It h: s ieon said that the 'railror.ds don311 wan % short haul stuff. 

if they don't, what is to become of it if yot 
motor txuoks ? row I i m a e r 0 t a n d -"hey do want it but they are 
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_ lready asking; for increased rates,, How, what are you going to do? 
fut up the fees so the motors cannot stand it? It is said, here 
feliat we don't pay a fair proportion and that is the reason we ca» 
icrapete with the railroad conpany. I waintain that we do pay a 
fair proportion, and we don't set any too much for it. There are 
a few highv/ays in the state tijat are fine, and kept in very good con-
dition, but its a different thing back in the farming districts, 
I ast winter when the roads were so bad the farmers oo-all not get 
their produce to market, the motor trucks went there and took sup-
plies to than and stuff to the markets,, but I see no roads through 
those sections that are much good for trucks to use- I do see bridges 
oosbd " 2 Tons " though. How we ere willing to pay more if we get 
Ei' ce., We are willing in Hew Britain to stand for sn increase not to 
exceed 100 per cent, and we are going to fight tooth and nail anything 
above that. I talk advisedly "because I have consulted those who are 
deeply interested . How there is one little thing about this pro-
posed rate w» don't like there. It says "The Motor Vehicle Com-
missioner shall determine the capacity of these trucks." If we 
"buy a Ton truok we want it rated as a Ton truck. I f we have a 
r 1/2 Ton truok we don't want it rated ,s 5 Ton. We want that elim-
inated. Furthermore, we don't want to he taxed for oveiy bit of 
repair we have to pay for. Why don*t you tax those who repair 

1 watches and clocks? I say that Is not an honest tax- it is not 
right. A man should have the freedom to go into any business, End 
not be taxed "because he repairs automobiles. It is a roundabout 
way of getting a little more out of the automobile owner. IJow, 
gentlemen, I believe we have the right idea about this. We believe 
there should be more and better highways, but we don't believe if 
they had the money that the state could get the roads built much 
sooner. Just as quick as business picks up, they could not build 
roads because they could not get the men to do the work. We want 
you to go a little bit slow, and then if the buried of wear and tea 
and up-keep warrants our paying more, we will come to ycu fair and 
scuare and say the rates Bhould be raised, but we don't intend to 
have the fees raised to the extent you propose if we can help it at 
the present time. 
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li'ilXi&m '2. 3gan, . 

p i-1ford. I pn.pume you are discussing the proposed rates of the 
Highway Commissioner on motor trucks. There is no justification 
in the law or equity in the tax on motors at all, end you cannot 
make reasonable a tax based on inequity, and which has for its pur-
pose the repair or maintenance of highways. The confession of the 
commissioner that our roads do not carry the load, and asks this 
committee by Its policy of taxation to adop r̂ such a policy, is re-
trogressive. He has no business in asking for this, he is exceed-
ing" hie position, and it is your business to consider the desire of 
the people at this tine, and i f they are billing to pay the tux 
they ougftt to have the say how it shall be determined upon. There 
is not in existence in the United States a class of property oivners 
so heavily taxed as the autcmobilist, he pays from the time he buys 
his automobile until he is buried and then his administrator pays. 
I f tha reason for this tax is that you want the money, why not s&j 
ac ? If you want the money fix it in a general tax upon the pub-
lic. It is not only the automobile owner who receives benefit, 
everyone derives 3 0iae benefit, and. if you put this tax on the con-
sumer will pay it. looking at it from the standpoint of engineers, 

I • I was toll today 12iat motor trucks do not destroy the highway any 
1'iore than other vehicles do and that the destruction is relative 
inmost Ins tone's to improper construction, with due respectto 
the Highway Coiiiraissloner, and not the people of Connecticut, ^ooti 
ro ls is one of the principal means of the advancement of civilis-
ation, and we should have a bond issue and let posterity pay for 
the benefits they vrf.ll receive from them. I have here today a 
man who has made a study of road construction and understands the 
advantages of certain systems of roads. You cannot take the motor 
trucks off the road without causing loss to the producer and con-
turner, and I wish to introduce Mr. Hauer, an engineer of ability, 
and would like to have him tell you the facts in the situation, 

Ilr.Hauer; In going over Mr. lennett's statements - we have made a very 
careful study of roads, we did not take the study up until two 
years ago* We have to have roads to run motor vehioles. 

|0omT:it-ea: Who do you represent, and your name, please. 

ir Hauer: I represent the Motor Vehicle Conference Committee of Hew Tori-
City, and the International Ho tor Company who operate six factories, 

Committee: This is a Connsctiout bill and I do not think it is necessary 
to bring anyone from outside Into the hearing. I would rather 
have Connecticut people. 

fer.Kgan: This man represents a large number of Mack trucks, and a large 
number are operated in the state of Connecticut. 

-a?r; I represent the Maok Company who ware incorporated in your 
state ana have six factory branches hare. ?/e have a lot c:* inform-
ation. If you do not want to hear It, that is up to you. I am 
sorry this thing has come up as we have. looked at it from a broad 
angle, and somebody has to study it. Saing baok to Mr. Dennett's 
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first statement, where he says the cause of the trouble is the 
motor trucks. I speak for Connecticut owners of trucks, and wt 
ft,el that we are not responsible, based on what little information 
the automobile industry has. The Department at Washington has 
been making important studies as to what dams e3 the road. You 
feel that the state should build the roads and the vehicles should 
maintain them., The Department has made about 4,000 tests. Their 
results are now in the hands of the printer and will be ready for 
distribution in 3 or 4 weeks. As to our trucks ruining the roads, 
we do not believe with the present knowledge it is necessary to 
impose a tax at anything like the rate proposed. The experience 
of other Highway Departments do not bear out the excessive tax Mr. 
iennett has proposed. He stated it is assumed the construction 
of the road ought'.to carry 5 tons, increasing the cost $15,000. 
a mile over other trueks. That may be true, the figures vary in 
each stater, but he doesn't tell you what you would get for that 
additional $16,000. The ordinary road is a 4" road in territories 
where they are not affected by frost, the strength is in comparison 
with the depth of the slab, and if the road is built we have a rel-
ative strength of 16, and for an 8n slab^ which is standard, you 
have a comparative strength of 64 or 400$ more. It doesn't cost 
him twice as muoh for 8" as 4, and it is a pretty good slab, and 
stands up under conditions comparing favorably with Connecticut, 
that is in Detroit. They are osrrying 15 and 20 tons and it stands 
up. Two weeks ago I was in Pennsylvania at a convention and the 
highway comnissioners of four ststes were there. There was 3hown 
on slides 650 road ftilurts. Ho one was referred to as being 
ruined by trucks, it was the experience that the damage was caused 
by faulty drainage or poor grade or foundation. If you will look 
at Mr. Bennett's report you will find the picture of a road that 
has failed. If you will go a little way back you will see it ie 
probably the fault of a faulty drain. This is not only true in 
Oonneoticut but in other states as well. About three years ago 
we made a preliminary survey of the different methods of taxation 
and the vehicles causing the damage to the road. At that time 
it was guess work. The tests are very hard to follow and im-
possible U put throu^i any legislation acoording to the many 
things that affec 1 and damage the roads. Here is a simple method 
of taxation. A one ton truck doesn't dc one-fifth the damage 
that a 5 ton true;: does, it is the impact, and it is hard to get 
over to the ave "age man. Mr. Bennett stated the tax would not 
drive the heavy trucks off the road. In the United States there 
are fiye states that have passed such measures, Georgia Iowa, 
Mississippi and South Carolina, One state has a charge of >405. 
for a &§• ton tnnck, there is not one truck of that capacity 
operating in one of those states today. This increase of >>1.56 
per ton mil© is more than the railroadsget, inoluding their haul-
ing, taxes, overhead, etc. $1.36 per ton mile i3 the tax on a 
.3 ton truck as prepared. That will be passed on the consumer. 
Our interest in this taxation is that we feel at this session 
bonds should bet- issued. Y/e are trying to look 5 or 10 years ahead 
and find out what the' public is demanding. We haven't the large 
trucks oovering the state roads today such as are operated in How 
orj; and Chicago,' As the truck loads increase they are decreasing 

the damage on the roads.. 
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•fcury. I 45 not "believe it is 

seems the ground has "been 
tc this proposed increase in 
1 e gi s lati ve o omul ttee c f the 
I appear here to say that 

necessary ::or me to. 
pretty well covered 

say anything. It 
"by the opposition 

taxation. I am ohairman of the 
w h o l e s ; g r o c e r s ox 'cuth Iforwclk 
I do not think it veil to increase 

he registration fee from 300 to 400;;?. It is all v/ronr,. The 
.state )f Connectiou • could afford to pay a year's license fee 
tc th operators of trucks of Conneotiaut for 
rendered during the last tvro or three years, 
stances /here the comnranities would have gone without 
sities of lift i f it had not been for the trucks, the 
couldn't etc it , Sugr.r laying weeks rnd months -.t 
finer it a and the railroads 
compelled tc send automobile 

the service they 
I know of i"i-

the neoes-
railroads 
the re-

couldn't to-Jce it and they.Were 
trucks tc the refineries ;-.t a very 

•re,.* dded expense so that the Somunities 
.'hia increase in the rate is absolutely -11 
talk to you from the .standpoint of a lawyer 
let. 
ail 

th em 
this 

norease 50>o on the mot,or truolcs. 
cciamittee should recommend. 

•vcrald bo auvolied. 
vrrong. I c-xinot 
or an engineer. 
X bells ve 50$ is 

ioir 0 Veils 
rttford 

I represent th Connecticut He tall Merchants Lseocia-

\ 

tio.i. and pi actioally all the department stores of the statf , 
and tho wholesale grocers association comprising most cf t2n 
wholesale grocers ' The proposed fees which have been :• Ivcc• v&ed 
by the Highway Department will not drive the trucks from th* 
roads of Sonnectiout but they will tend very much to drive th 
Connecticut owned trucks from the roads in Connecticut. Con-
es ti out is differently cituated from the other states mentioned, 
in that it is <ns]|i surrounded by other states with low regis-
tration 'lees-.. On 6 ton trucks the proposed re Tiatri'tior: fa-
is $450* In Hew York it is f£5,, in Massachusetts, $30. ux-.C. 
in Rhode I Blend $£0, The Connecticut merchant and wholesale 
grocer is in competition. with the merchants fro® Springfield, 
Providence and Stew'York and all the other surrounding titles, 
and fee effect of this bill is to put the Connecticut man out 
of competition with those of other states,, The wholesale jrecer 
and the department stor*. operates ithin a radius of 25 to vO 
miles, so that the'Hartford grocer is in competition with ths 
Springfield grocer , both soiling in the oetintry towns' between 
Tlartfo:'.'d snd Springfield, and some of the outlaying t07.ua" c-n 

b'' motor trucks, the railroad facilities wi! 
them delivering from the wholesale Trocar to 

be supplied oatLj 
not tike care or 
the retail 
hibitivs or 

nerchant in the smaller towns, If you pls.ee a pro-
very large registration foe, which mnat be paid, by 

the Oonneoticut grocer or department store, in this inst nee 
you are giving his Springfield competitor a lar<?o advantage, 
and instead of 3 Connecticut grocer of department store oper-
ating his truck and selling goods to the outlaying townsyon 
will have thr- same, kind of trucks operating over the ro ds of 
the state of Connecticut and selling *.:ode 

* " " 81 
for benefit of 

stats nd 

xne 
merchants of other st ates. Take the other and of the 
you come into competition with the row Tort grocer„ he nas 

and operates m & larger scale, and aonaerrua^t' 

trucks as fax A* Hartford, yon are permitting 

larger capital 
will', drive his 
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.lira for a lieonse fed of -25. as against H-30. rvropoacd in 
0 nneotiout, to sell 'oods in place of the Connecticut man, 
and oonseffjiently the effect of thi - ' ill is to el&nirrte the 
o >erating of these trucks "by the Connecticut o\m&x and ^ut 
•im out of 'business, end allow the man from out of the state 

to do busin.es J here. 'luOO. i3 considerably EG re than one-
fourth tha cost of the truck. 3y thi3 act you will put nothing 
into the Connect!out treasury and you will take away from the 
Ooffiiacticut merchants. The damage to the roads done by the 

two or three weeks when the roads are soft and the truck rill 
destroy the road in places. If it is the desire to protect 

• 

jo he vy trucks during the few weeks in the year when the frost 
is coming out of the road - to foreign trucks as well rs 

a id allow these trucks to pay a reasonable fee, as in the other 
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KR* 7/KELER ( Representing Hew Haven Manufacturers Assn.) 

"LIT. Chairman and Gentlemen- I want to say at the outset, 
that the manufacturers in approaching this subject have turned 
to us in a fair minded and splendid manner; we appreciate the 
necessity of maintainingroads, and we believe too that towards 
the maintenance of roads all users and oivners of trucks should pay 
their fair contribution. We believe, however, that there are cer-
tain :ubstantial reasons for opposing the excessive and unreason 
able increase in rates which is now proposed here. In the first 
place in our opinion this curve of increase comes too sharply. 
>7e believe that this principle of taxation which has been evoked 
by thiB legislature is rather an extreme prilolple, in that the 
tax proposed is a tax upon the privilege or rather the absolute 
right of trucks to use the highways of this state. In fact it is 
proposed to make these roads "toll " roads, and to impose upon the 
direct users of these roads.a fee or toll for the right to use them 
How, this may be all right, but it is net fair to IrapoEe the entire 
burden of the maintenance and replaoement of roads upon the direct 
users of the roads, because the users themselves are not the sole 
beneficiaries of the roads. Manufacturers have a very pressing 
interest, a very important interest in the keeping open of these Mfch 
ways ?he consumer the user of coramoditles has an equally in 
portant interest in seeing that these roads are not barred from use 
And if you impose this very high tax it stands to reason that many 
users will be barred from the road. Jhe Commissioner has ac-
knowledged that he expected these proposed rates would bring a storm 
of protest, and I believe he has proved himself a very 7/ise weather 
prophet, for there it & great storm of protest. I have read 
with considerable interest the published statement of the Commis -
sioner, and have followed his statement here. He has admitted 
that these proposed rates are based on rather rou$i estimates, and 
not on particularly scientific basis. I have sought to obtain some 
explanation of just how these rates were arrived at, and it was 
not forthcoming- How this Motor Vehicle Congerenoe in which was 
employed the best minds in the country, engineering and otherwise, 
• Commissioner .ennett was a participant In that conference- that 

conference did arrive at a soiehtific basis for determining rates 
and they are right. How, Mr. Atwater, who is to ask the 

privilege of speaking, has prepared a very carefully tabulated 
statement of rates arrived at along these lines. How mind you 
gentlemen, these are scientific figures, not hit or miss. Th* 
Commissioner has apparently bases his figures upon the grounds the . 
there is not enousfr money to do the necessary work, and here is an 
easy way to get more money. I would suggest, if you are willing 
that you give at ^ on to the tables that Mr. Ativater has prepared 
in this connectic. 

P ATtfATER (Representing American Hardware Corporation) 

Hr.ief filed with the Conrciittee. 
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\ 

L. Delaney ( Senator ) 

"Gentleman, on behalf of a grea£ many of the manufacturers of 
Fairfield County, as well as several individual truck owners, at 
their request I desire to oppose any unreasonable increase in the fees 
for the registration of motor trucks. I firmly believe that our 
financial condition in this sttte is such at the present time that 
relief mast be had from somewhere. !!?he manufacturers of the state-
at least those in Fairfield County, have written to me, as well as 
individual truek craers, to the effect that they are willing to pay 
an increase of 100;$ above present fees. I believe that the Committee 
will, infairness to the owners of trucks, bring about a measure, fair, 
3ust and equitable, commensurate with the need of the state, but 
that no other Bill ought to puss." 
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TOR 31IC0|CD • 
wITam'r'rOaehly going te^Biior • not ; 

bw£«sun*oti«*W>-. , w W ^ * - ' e f i & X ^ M ^ '.the 
^ ^ I ^ k ^ a t a d .-on our C . 1 ' a » . ' t h e e Q l ± I " g c o " < 
^ M i W ^ 3 ' 6 3 1 ^ 1 ? ' 1 --̂ it reads*, and:' I 'want xtd 'keep' 

ware,.. to( he. passed .as .-propose d/ we would-1 he "doing vofivi'/v 
dla . n o t . ~ h e / t i m e ' f t « M l •gdo€P;r 
the .ol. ^igh -hieya e for theh-safety,• befOafe'fcflprS ' .... 

co .it has ocmc ci u to tbtf pffttft dry when "there i -
of the fro are. ^ a y ^ ' . t f ^ ^ W 1 e : , a e 

• 
D:-:K ?he only regrel 

dance and do away with i1 
to do'ii gpin j sui -

ties and they will get'th 
drawn vehicles "back agai ou are going to i the 
vehicles that don-'t pay any tax even in their own town , By xuttii 

on trucks you are ck.vards instead of ahee 
i -te of Connecticut has generally -.one ahead in everything it V 
a< I have always maintained that until every user of" the h l h a- . 

motor vehicle ta: 
nt-cod 

in . ' rtfor •• "/ester ay nX watchec a air of rue": Iiorcei. 
i 

' 1 • 
today on a semi-finished road , with -saulks on> will do more damage tl - • 

-ton truck t any tine. Hew don't put a prohibitive fee ;n. 
e done by the 

the benefits they receive. I wish you would'write into the lav at 
every vehicle, every horse, that moves on our highways should bear :.tt 

tion of the expense of building and mainta: 
Until you do that, you are not 

• om i7aterbury made a very pertinent statement here 
said that motor trucks ought to have a good deal of consideration on tl 
, trength of what they did for ur. in the >ast two or three years or ; < . 
Hany times their use made it possible tc keep the factories:; running., 'sor 
the railroads failed to get the materials throii^i . We ought not to 
the /hole burden on the man who usoi. the truck- we don't 'want to put 
the whole burden on the man who employs it for business putrposes. And 
another thing, I want you to bear in mind , if you are going to put us 
where 

we have to build and maintain the roads ourselves., for heaven*s 
£ ike give ua some rights on these roads instead of restricting us so 
we don't have anything to say on them. The man who drives a motor 
r 5cle today, whether pleasure car or truck, is a criminal before he 
starts- he is licensed and tagged, he pays his bills, but you pan 

ays catoh him. A man driving a horse can get away with anything on 
the road, no matter what he does. How you have put up this fee 100 
on pleasure cars- it is all right i f you will tax other man who use 
the road in proportion. But don't put it onto us and then fix it 
so we have nothing to say on the road, and don't fix it so on the trucks 
that they will think they have all the rights- I want to see them pay 

enough so that we can order then tp one side so e can get past 
a on the road. It is not just money on this tliing-
T'oney , and I am ^ s t as much interested in getting the money to 

-lid roads with as anyone else. »a want to feet fair show and we have 
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never had it. Hot any man who drives a motor vehicle has a fair 
show. We have the est motor vehicle law in the United State & 
today, and we have a good system of roads, and want to keep it , but 
we don't want to stop where we are- we want to go ahead and not be 
made the laughing -stock of all the rest of the country bp putting 
fees 011 the usee of roads that are a joke. M 
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•.. P&mhom: /ould It not bo a hotter ic'.ea to tax automobiles according 

to the value, i oar costing '5,000. should be obliged to ia 
i ore then ono coating .'WO,, I" think thrt wott!.'1 be fair. 

-y 

********** ... »,. ;jt * 

O5toeoi:ol: The rest of the bill arc repetitions of the old law, * 1th 
slight changes, mostly In c 'flee vork. 'o are oroposIAg a chars® 
of '1.50 for raaklnr out new car^.s, the charge now is '1, , I 
think they mi ht 11 he taken u* at once,they are very simple. 

Vice-President, .'merioar Ilotor arks, Portland. The new law 
asks for twice as much as before. ?our times the amount for 
the first registration aad for er.ch set of liconso >lates, It 
v.lll be absolutely impossible to oonply with icction J.. If on 
that basis rsc manufacture this year 300 c^rs, we will iay '1000 
as against vf/00. last year, and ''100. for markers as : xinst 
•25. now hich is credited against the final amotint. In add-

ition "10. for each set of license plates, and It takes from 
10 to 13 license pie tea to keep our oars ;:oin^, mostly now or.r 
oars are driven from the factory. In order to retain the old 
Hanfce jvmjber you must apply to the Oouanissloner before T»ecembe. 
1st, said a report must be made before Dooo ber first for the 
year's business, how can he tell v.-hat he will do in December 

\;toocfcol: If there ore any technical imperfections o will oo roct them 

. .Hutz^ I would Ii\.o to protest against the nro-position of a charrtc 
r aven.of '100. for the automobile do-lor. If you'will consider that 

the average dealer's cars :<ro not used a rrroat deal on the high-
ways of the state, nont dealer's c-..ra p.r© used for demonstration 
"tt& uawalTy -rm-ri nr-v"1 tr • 0R3 particular city here he Is located 

» 
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David leach, 
Bridgeport. I have Mr. Bennett's report. This is more than we can 

standi. 

Manager, Seaman Everyone is trying to lower the cost of his products, 
lor Creameiid.we are figuring now to do that same tiling, out the conditions 

that arc coming up every day are things that arc very detrimental 
to our future. I want to go on record as representing the ice 
jream men of uOiinectiout against the advance in price of vehicle 
rates. • I want to offer one thing that has not so far "been con-
sidered. She man who owns the track or pleasure oar when he 
starts to drive that oar at any time of the year is obliged to 
take out a lipense for the entire year. If his oar is laid up 
for cix months or three months he has no redress. There are 
businesses in the 3tate that are seasonal, among them is ny OT.II. 
We have 18 trucks and 5 or 7 pleasure or business cars. During 
four months of the year, Hay, June, July and August we use most 
of those truck and vehicles, and in ray shed now are not loss than 
10 trucks that have stood idle since labor day. If we are going 
to pay taxes to this enormous amount for trucks, there is only 
one possible way to do it and that has to be added to the cost 
of our goods. Via cannot pay for it out of our own pocket, but 
if we are to reduce the. high cost of living it is one of the 
points to be considered. If we pay this license and allow the 
trucks to stand idle eight months in the year, it is an enormous 
expense. I believe the money has to be raised for the building 
of roads and maintenance, but I believe we ought to have a bond 
issue and that all s h o u l d not come out of the'automobilist. 
There are hundreds and thousands of men in Connecticut who have 
their cars laid up fouic or five months in the year in which they 
are paying a license and we are taxed from the beginning to the 
end. We want good roads but our ®onneotinu± vehicles are not 
raining the ror.ds of Connecticut, they are rramerous enough, but 
we have dozens of trucks of all descriptions traveling through 
Connecticut and every truek that passos makes wear and tarr on 
the roadw. We will have to go back to the old s; stem of toll 
gates and moke every traveler on the roads pay toll. 

H.H.Kent, 
Eforwalk. I have a great many letters from people in my section ask-

ing me to oppose this proposed legislation on motor trucks. I 
wish to register my protest and to say those people are all will-
ing to pay a reasonable tax but they do not feel that throe or 
foiu* times as much is reasonable. 

C.B.Whittelsey, President, Hartford Rubber Works, a subsiduary of the 
United States Hubber Co. We wish to register oiir protest against 
the extremely high motor truck fee, and if I am not isinformed 
your Committee is looking for means to arrive at a just tax rate, 
I ould suggest that other vehicles using the road be taxed 
I would also suggest that you consider the piston displacement 
which you have considered on passenger oars, which is agreed tc 
be a just rate. The A.L.A.M. we have out,grown and I would sug-
gest that you give this serious consideration in referenor tc 
your rate. 
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00''! (Joodheart, 
|Jr|H:.ven. 

Oounty. 
I represent the llerchaiite Association of Hew Haven 
Vfe desire to register as opposed to this proposed 

law, for the reason that an increase of anywhere from S6-£/3.'> 
to 500 i is not reasonable. 

^Titter, Uanufaoturers '.ssociation of >rid eport, numbering about 100 

members, We are practically unanimously opposed to this bill , 
but we are willing to stand a reasonable increase. 

,;santr tive of owners and operators of trucks in Banbury who are members 
of association. This tez on 5 ton trucks taxes us off the 
highways if it becomes a law. Under the present adverse busi-
ness conditions trucks *»aek« cannot bo run at profit ~ad pay 
that tax. 

.itteej Those opposed to this bill rise. 

Practically everyone in the House stood, -robably about "00. 
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Parkins, 
tford. I o:m and opcrrte 10 local trucks, • rh'oh do entirely city 

work and do net use the state highways. I sat already taxed for 
the use of those trucks on the state highways which I do not use 
I am opposed very strongly to paying my raoro for the use of the 
state roads which I dc not want to Tine* I em usinr city streets 
and pay a tax for the use of city streets =».ni PISO pay for the 
use of the at to hi ••hw.ays which I am not eqnio^od- to nee. 

Mickey, I appear for various firms using trucks. They are not op-
•irford. posed to a re aonable Increase hut are opposed to this proposed 

bill becauea It is unreason :>io md unjust. In .tanford they 
have to compete with the trucks from ."-aw York City and neighbor-
ing to>.TiS and fool they c:snnot do so if they h-ve to pay such a 
tax ae is proposed in this bill. The commodities carried by 
these trucks are not carried merely for the benefit of the o- note 

if all, and, i I • ait to regie 
e.s opposed to the bill . 

Hills, Kan. :-3>r mericaa e?,d Oo., illimantio. Bills are being pro-
posed in the houses of other at- tcs on this ssme matter, the 
roi d commissi one's h/iving f i -ured th: same as lb*. Bennett, but 
in no case do tho figures come no; r vhat llr. Bennett calls for. 
Hone of them exceed 100,j- / The American Thread is Tilling to 
accept -nything up to 125.J and feels some inorease is warranted. 
The question of determining whether trucks are overloaded vfould 
coat the st. te thousands aid would rcuire a large force of 
automobile inspectors. 
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.'ITJkOW, (Representative, Danbary) 
"The Commi' doner has told at ha need- mora ncney« That no ems to 
be the niiestlorh. 11 o\? I think the eo. rittoe trill be fair about 
these licenses. ;:ow it is only a question of h;.: tmch. the automo-
billet shall be aatossed for that mones . I have talked With a good 
many that agree .1th no, and the caio.ote proposition which appealE 
to ne would be to increase 'the fees for trucks ny $5.00 which will 
give us .3381,000. more than we are getting now. If we cor d get thai; 
increase or. ears and trucks it wota d increase our revenue SI,070,000, 
and the general opinion seema to ;>« 

are we 
that the trucks are the onl; car© 

that are wearing out the roads. It is nor a speed than v. eight that 
wears the road, according to teste. ?or nysoif and the peopK of 
Banbury whom I represent, I want to say we would be in favor of. the 
increase in licenses to v 3 . 00 , giving uc ;381,000.00 and of an in-
crease of on -elcasura cars and 50 > on trucks. " 

Hack ITotor Truck Oo. Representative. 
"There is one pit ase of this situation which I think should be 
presented to the Coxr ittee, and that is tht fact that so far o trucks 
are concerned, pcecibly ai j of them are sole, on what a:v called 
"conditional bills cf sale" or "tine". In other ;ordr an 3nduoeuent 
is made to get a man Into th-.- trucking business by giving 3im a reason-
ably extended period of time in which to pay fcar the commoiit;; which 
he tves in his bu; iness. The registration schedule hie- pro< 
posed will be absolute"y prohibit} -© in-so-far as increasing the 
trucking business is concerned., and It has been veil 1 'here this 

tar no on that there is an urgent 
ing business." 

. . . . . . . ,.-t.fc U iCA U and inter.vt in the t:.uok 

LUTX K- (hlid'".lete T} 
"I as not -; resent rhon O.onmissionea ' V - aennett apokc in favor of thin 
Bill I have not presumed, ncwrever* i'o: 
been serious in especting that this aeaeu: 

a minute, tnat no re: 
'O Qvt.a .a come 

ion't think, Mr. Ohairnan, ia we stcc" 
9 
•ve 

the 
• niyt/nnr; 
i. 

.itteo 
a ; ox; tl at 

conceri : 
-., c J.I, ., 

this 

hfcVO 1Q 
as far as the opinl.n cf the cc., 

that I believe a, compromise measure 
ac .tr liv. • One or two thing - I would like to 

happen to be grestolent of a manufa^t* ring concern 1 hone '.;•: can 
which -.hoes nothing but gc from the factory to the river, trvekia 
wood,, and other materials to cut plant, etnd carting goods fee the 
read, and it does net se«an fair to ae that a truck of that sort 
hear the cost which actually charged against it in thi measu 
fact I would 1116a to ,_;c cc far as tc sag ct;t that rr.ch traclrr he 
gi stored at nominal I'ec. ie ••-IraaO 
in the city of Igic.dlet en-
tire e that coat ;;5000.-,0-
.V; . "1 if. .. , 0 ; ' 

W> Vi-iC J 
; lit oi a true 

fcr the .aaka 
they ara gut ill 

tax it costs xs \C.C . 

i: 

-.xy jj.afc 
T 

'.. or. 
, for 
recv.l I 

true!., 
coal 

ahcuh '. 
re, "li-
re-
hirt 

at oven by will ion dollar a-a erf of fact cries. 
sti-bttentffl I protest . .ins coef i \ a an art 

atlo; 
1 e • a -n 

c if •Tl M«.. ... iv _ X (V u r,< • a 

hie is net • at 
In •chi-l m; cc. 

•ta. ,30 i :. the ae f e «!*.•' »» 

f Industrial -• n. h'au. 
wish to register our protest against the 'laujuut 

provesod rate.;. he ask f. movable " h ration c 
• 

cn -
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"). Heff• rnan, (Rcpreuentii / cat;: • v.v-- Chamber cf Corcner.-.. , cnr 
later-:.ur,: Dealer" .) 

rtI represent 1000 raer.ibe.. , ca yci ing nor clients, jaanufa-cturer' , 
•wholesalers and jobbers, "."e wish tc reci-ter our ob-ec-i r 
to . i n c r e a s e in motor truck license ees abo^e 1 0 0 ' . H 

.Brown, fChasA Companies, "'atirbrry) 

""Ob,'eet to any increase over IOC ' 

• vlb -t.-j-gt-i;- Via. JiVL - I. -j. .v..-X - : .. ... 
B ;BB'-:ro7c'"BVciT;V nV.FTondonl 
.•jtCu. .'rucks and Operator A Arsn (iler 7-*-naon) 
Utomcfolle Dealers Ar.sn• Pew.louden ) Henry C. Chappel• 

, almer 9 (1 .'id31 o town} 
: :iller, Crane Co., 3ri er or t . 

• ir, Isafc-on, -finchester F.epeatinr '.me Oc., { . • • "laven! 
... .inyler, 7 .P . Amer, Ilotor Brack ' Br.'ctor Co. (Portia i) 

7. 1 . .arener, Bhe iocoaObilc Co. (. ,rid ;eport, Conn.) 
Pease , Bridgeport Brass Co. (Bridgeport ) 
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todokel. I vill make a detail el explanation of Section S. "Phi 3 sec-
tion relates to 5assender oars only md in effeot it arrives at 

new method of taxation. By the old system of taxation of 
>aseenger oars - I mean the pleas -re cars - a. formula was used 
known as the A.-L.A.H., That has "been in effect for a great many 
years. The former takes into consideration two factors in de-
termining the horse power, that is the diameter of the cyl-iiiers 
nd the number of cylinders. During the years that have pass d 

sinoo that first came into effeot the construction of automobile 
engines has changed and it has been found possible to create a 
larger horse power by the development of & longer stroke in a 
oylinder o? smaller diameter, We have, therefore, prepared a 
new formula which takes this new construction into consideration 
and we have applied that to all the different makes of oarn in 
one schedule. Should this proposed rating be adopted by which 
we will be able to determine an eouitable E.P. it will be equit-
able to all cara. Under the old rating a car which developed a 
small -I.?., Is taxed the same as a oar which develops a large one 
providing the diameter and the number of cylinders in the two 
cars are similar. Our- old system is full of that kind of propo-
sitions, This schedule which many Of you have we have prepared 
for the purpose of taxation gives the application of the new 
power rating with comparison with the old power rating, 
• " also the B.J?. which is claimed by the one who makes that 
particular car. The question as to how much money it will rais 
18 entirely that of the* law. The proposed rating, which we have 
prepared ives us as the basis of the detorminitation of t a 
H-P. the cubic contents of the oylinder, and '.to have therefor 
established as a unit the oubto inches of contents at C^. Be 
believe that is about at the same annual rate of tr xation as 
"0 now roceive at 50;' a K.P. '.'e have figured our -roposed 
power r ting at 10 f' here. There is no reason why It should not 
be that or any rate the Committee decides. This is the illus-
tration. We believe the 10^ rate should be adopted, but the 
mere reposition of determining how the money which the highway 
commissioner.needs is to be raised depends upon the tax. I 
think it is thoroughly understood that the srtbject under dis-
cussion is as to the basis - whether this is a proper basis, 
and in addition what rate should be applied, and whether the 
10c' rats is too big, 

C J.Bishop, I3 there any difference in the registration of olosed or 
pVaterbury . open oars. The wear on the road in olosed cars is a great deal 

more than an open. I should say there should be some disorimina 
tion,. 

! «3.3gan. I have not been in accord with the Automobile Commissioner, 
and I believe I am not entirely alone in believing this is not 
the proper basis of taxation. I do not believe in it because 
I believe it is a tax exclusive on the users of gas. I do nor 
appreciate that a 50 B.P car should be tar-red more than a BO TT, 
unless it used the road more* If the cubic inoh is the measure, 
then the man who gets 10 miles out of a gallon is compelled to 
jay out of proportion to the men who gets 50 miles. I further 
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object to it, "oi xt is a proposition for raising money, why not 

ct the hull 0*7 the horns . M i d say wa will pay so muoh. Then we 
have some basis If we are going to have 3:100,000. a year at 
100, moi' , let us have it that way. A tax cannot bo equitable 
which has an unsound, foundation,. ?/e pay all sorts of taxes now. 
Because of the large number of oara with small cylinder displace' 
enn the increase is not in proportion, that is there is a larger 

number of small oars of small cylinder, and we do net get the 
money. Ifow if it is the money you want - I f it has not been fail 
for 10 years it is not now. 

f ;o. s I want to stand behind the Commissioner on this scheme, I 
have closed and open oars, and when I want to tear up the road 
I taka an open ear- This io the just and true way of getting 
at the real horse power of an automobile. If you will call any 
sxpeTf in the automobile industry 70u will find they will back 
up what the Commissioner has said, end I am satisfied he has 
been having some experts talk tohim, I have been driving cars 
sinoe 1897. Connecticut ha3 an income in exoess of "'SO,,000,000. 
and owes about >8,000,000. Our nubile institutions and other 
departments are calling for ;»50,000,000. This legislation 
means to get you automobilists. 

i.P.Famum, I am opposed to raising the taxes in any way. The people 
ton re tared enough. Everybody is howling about the high cost of 

living -?nd I want to inquire how we are going to reduce if re 
are going to inoreae the taxes, and I am opposed. 

e B.IlcCourt, I represent the Automobile Club of Ifew Haven, we have 
von a membershi •) of about 1500 ;nd three-fourths of the members 

are oppose? to th* taxation which Ilr. Stoeckel suggests as t. 
the large increase in registration, but are not 0 )po3od to the 
method of cubic inohes. They think at the -present time they 
are paying about enough for the privilege of. using the highways 
of the state. Be are not agreed with Kr. Bennett that the uaors 
of the highways should pay for the upkeep and repairs. I be-
lieve that th© burden should be distributed -throughout the state 
and' the cost shotild be collected by the state from the different 
towns. The public highways today are a necessity and a benefit-
to everyone in the state, and almost as muoh a necessity as our 
courts and schools e would not think of saying that because 
a man did not have any children to send to school that he should 
not pay school taxes. The same reasoning should apply to the 
highways of the state. They should not say because we have an 
automobile that we are obliged to keep the roads in repair. 

eo.ause a man uses an automobile Is no reason why he should Jfceep 
the roads in repair and maintain them. ' This state should do a 
little moro in getting federal aid for our highways, there are 
large appropriations made. It is of material interest to th* 
United Statos that we have good roads in all states„ e. specially 
in Connecticut. They were largely used during the war, 
wish to be recorded very emphatically as being opposed to this 
increase, on the ground we are raying enough, that the stai* 
should not -car the users of the highways for the upkeep and 
believe this money should be raised by bond issues nd have tht 
different towns pay for it- The cities do not have a motor 
vehicle .tax, if they have permanent improvements they are met 
by bond issut nd assessment., 



21X1,0 :'- D&nbury. 
" I dcn't know how many people- recXise this new rating, I hope 
if the Cotaaitt.ee' ado; t it. tl^y will *o v<*m o : : 1 f u r ring." 

Bristol. 

I represent about 55,000 drivers of paso eager oer& belonging to t .a 
Automobile Legal ooiat i on t, end tfeey are very much interested 
in the outcome of this present legislation. Per lo:vj time this 
rate question has "been ..uiot; I have 3?rpeoted that come tine or othea 
it would como up .and it has done r*o at last. Dotf X m in aoaor.' 
wi th ISr. Bennett in hi a endeavor to "build us Potter roads, -nd • lor 
of them, hut I don't think that ;'u"t because a man can afford ;o 

buy an automobile& that we should aBsese a lot more taxes at bis 
door. Bhe automobile industry is the xaost taxed thing there is: in 
this eountry today, and It is the third largest busine* s there is 
in the country. In the first place, a man pays a 5". tax when ne 
buys his car new. Bhen lie has bis- local property tax, M s operator 
license fee, and his registration feo. i.'oa* I maintain t;*vt the naa 
who drives . car is not the only beneficiary of the road and the crC 
nan r.ho should carry the burden of maintaining thorn- but that over 
nan in" the state of Connecticut is a beneficiary of our system of 
adequate highways. How I believe we nhould have money for that >;;:. • 
of highways. !Toa don't- tax the children who .70 to aohool on then, 
highways Jtust ©cause they have the benefit of the schools- you 1 
general toot; you don't tax the p?owle who have firos to pay for the 
upkeep of the Fire Dspt- you lay a general tax; you don't tax the 
who is arrested to ke-.-p up the Bolice B pt0- you lay a general t 

It is 1 the came .,1th the highways- they GXO a general benefit 
to our ever growing community- they link us together. X:' yoa 
an island in the Connecticut Biver you could not rent a house out 
tliere- but if you build a bri dge to the island yen would readily 
rent the house, and if someone built a brid.-je to the other Ride, it 
would bo worth etill $cro. Kow these highways we have built ajpe 
merely bridges from one tcr.vn to tnother- you build a highway out ant 
a section of country with no railroad within a long distance, or any 
good way to get there, and it immediately increases t is value of the 
lend. :.hy should the:/ not bear the burden in greater proportion 
then today. Our traveling ubll^ spends lots of money in the betel 
and restaurants, and stores, etc. along the way- they are all reap.-, 
the benefits of these highways- airy not raise the mons„ by a general 
tax and not nut jjuoh an increase as is proposed on the oar o-.sier. 
I don't think the principle cf the 3111 ia Just. In this state we 
have a small highway syste i as co pared with two of cur neighbors, 
and our highways are used by many outside oars. Since w® started 
the highway syr.tori in this state, we have spent B19,<J00. per mile 
for our roads. ltc.3r.aohu.-atts has spent §12,700 per mile Be here 
on.y 84 cars per mile as against ISO care war nil© in Di bow 
thi./automobile owners have been contributing to this State toward th 
maintenance of its roads as follows-
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In 2913 - 55 per cent. 
" 1916 - 68 » 
M 1917 - 65 » 
R 1010 65 . " 

• iT 1219 - n o " , mere than ail the cost of n 1 irltnanye, 
In 19HO - 80 per cent. In 1921 they will probably pay o ld -full 
oost of maintenance. Sow I maintain that it is fair that the 
autaaobllis t 3hould oaitributo to the Maintenance , but whether they 
should be taxed until you tax them off th® roads is the question 
this legislature wants to c o n s i d e r J h e general herlth and ;alfare 
of the entire community is benefit ted by being able to get cut doors . 
2ho farnsx can got into town with M s produce, and to buy hip grain 
and supplies0 cuiokly- both the city and the county people benefit, 
IIow gentlemen, "if you put the tax rate so b±gb.9 you will make it 
impossible for the Gjaall car owner to have a oar and continue to us:; 
it and en^oy it, 11 m' a .large proportion of the travel in this 
ft tat e is by outside oars. In a 7£-hcur period, a count was made upon 
the "Hostan Post road, end tliere were approximately 20,000 cars;fro 
outside the state more than 15r» of them cane. How I maintain that 
as well .3 building good roads, we should protect then. As 
regards the wear on the roads by the heavy trucks- if the truck: 
were required to use pneumatic tires that would greatly relieve the 
situation , I don't think anyone is going to obi sot to a 

reasonable Increase, gvorything else has gone up. If the Ooraii 
si oner \/ants an increase, lot him stick to the some basis that we 
all laiorr and nearly everyone understands, and simply add on another 
S3 cents and let it go at that. The matter including the bore and 
3troke is ell wrong. 'i'he only determining factor in horse; c o:, 
is in the bore and not in the stroke, I think the best thing novl 
be to havo the state put out a bond issue, and bring all the roads up 
to date, and let them pay for the th5ng gradually. " 

REP. FILICry- (Danbury) 
MI caa not going to weary you- but e all appreciate this money 
has got to bo raised s one ho.'/. We are willing to help, and e 
think that a increase is ample as the other gentleman has • da , 
don t seen- as though all the burden ought to be ;mt on the .utotc' II" 
because good roads are a benefit to everybody. V/c have to ;;•...y . 
^ m H V tax on ©tar automobiles In my town- or in other words r; mill 

:xr7JK riPOOT (Secretary Auto, f.lub of artford.) 
*V7e have made a canvas of cur members as to their sentiments on this 
question, and we find that the proportion is son©what similar tc 
Haven. About ore willing'to stand some increaseI 55h arc 
opposed to anything as high as 5<>> . I think almost every car owner 
is willing to pay money for good roads, and they will pay their 
proportion, but we don't think that all the taxes for roads ho-id 
come out of the automobile owner. 'Jhesa roads arc a goner vl benefit 
to the whole state and the neighbors thereof, and the amount of none 
which the auiaomcbilb owners should be required tc pay , it seems to us. 
is a smaller iacreasa than that proposed so far." 

„ h. L00iH3~ (Hew Haven) 
" I am opposed to paying hlOQ.OO for dealer's fee, and the extra for 
the markers." 



E . BLUER - (Sepr&3enting Ford Auto Agency) 
"X may bo fortunate or unfortunate in conducting 11 Ford stores, 
and if I am to "be assessed ^120.00 for each onfi of these places 
for the -cririlege of doxng a favor to the public by felling them a 
low priced automobile, which I consider is a favor , then I say it 
Is exorbitant. Jwo years ago the law came about that wo were to pay 
>50.00, which is more than is required in any other state except one 

in the United States- they are 010.00 to $25.00 all but these, 
horse man and the carriage man don't havo to pay this license to do 
business, ?hoy don't hava tc have a man's sanity examined . Host 
dealers hava one' olace, but wo have to pay 11 licenses according to 
your present Bill". I f daalers who handle large cars of 3 or makes, 
have a ?ord in stock, they aren't going to push the Ford- they arc 
going to push the cars that show the big nrofit. Tne ccasequence of 
this Bill would be to lessen the number of Pords sold. If you are trai 
to srueese out these little towns, ^ou will shut out those little tonnn 
such as Willimantio, and lutnam and ,/indsor - where I havo never made 
a single cant, but I have been Loyal to the manufacturer , and tried to 
show the automobile dealer it is a necessity to have a low priced car 
Tor 10 *-oars 3^1.ave tried to show you that the rating oars was wrong 
on bora and stroke- that part is all right, but trying to suck blood 
from the oar owners and the dealers in this aay is all wrong, 
rate of insurance has gone up steadily on these carso A lot of oars 
are being stolen all the time- But they dont do anything to the man 
who is f otnd jylth the car - ho is J c ra£? ttie • 2 c itr Ci 15i : 

1c r ' tf ' N t -'V iS ..vl i - if v»e have to 
v,ay )110* and '^120, licenses, you want to remember there will be lots 
lasf cars sold, and you will sell less licenses, and Iocs registrations, 
I want a square deal, h'hey are trying to Jaok up everything, insurance 
taxes, li censes, everything- I say, give the automobile owner a 
s 'Hare deal because he is taxed to death. I am ogposed»n 


