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) JUDICTARY COMMITTEE
\%Haaring on Senste Bill No. 530
Congerning Juvenile Courts.
Wednesday, February 83, 1931.
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Bighop John G. Murray: As T understand frowm the explana-
tion of this measure, its prime purpose is to save the child
from the odium of being clasesd with criminals. But if you
exanine the powers of the bill, 1t brings in quite a group of
persons who are violators of established laws that affect the
welfars of children. How under those circumstances I under-
gtand that there are certain modificatione to be mads in the
criminal law. It is met down as a fundamental principle of the
law that any chdld, a person up to eightesn ysars of azge, is
congldered not as a delinguent primarily, but ss an unfortunate,
inasmuch as scciety has not done what is just by the child. ﬂ 7
Consequently certain fundamental changes are to be made in ré-
zard to the criminal law. Under the present legislation any
person whe is guilty of the crims of rape upon a female sixtesn
or over that age, is subjsct to the penalty of thirty years in
prison; and any person attempting to carnally know a child sfx
under the age of sixzteen is’alam subject to thirty years in
Prison. Under this present legislation the person commitiing
those crimes is considered rather mentally defective. Also
a person under eighteen vears of age committing crimes of that

nature - rape or carnal knowledge - if they have viclated chil-
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dren under ten they are subjectsd to institutional care for a
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period of ten ysars. I they have violated children betwesen ten
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and fourteen, they are subjected to institutional cars for a
period of seven years. Betwsen fourteen and sightesn they are
subject to inetitwtional care for a pe;iod'ef only four vears.
fo that any little girl who might be & victim of this unspeak-
able crime - any little girl betwsen the ages of fourtesn and
gixteen, would simply find that her violator was aubjecgga?to

a term in state prison, but institutional care for a period of
four years. I do not feel that I can stand for the efthical
principles.

Mr. J. M. Iues: It is noet in the Juvenile Court bill.

Bighop Muzrray: May I call your atteantion to the pagel
I don't know whethsr the members ¢f the commities have a copy
of this printed report. I haven't a copy of tne bill.

Mr. Ives: "pAdditions tc Laws Relating to Crimes against
Children."

Bighop Murray: This is all on page 115. I understand
this is cognate to the whole legislation. Mr. Ivea insisted
on one point. You are opening the door wide in this matter of
juv&hila courts. Under this legislation the first cass that
enters is a 1little child of four yesars that has lost father and
mother by an epidsmic, is a dependent child, and needs nursing
and cars, possibly from the State of Connecticut, from every
citizen with & heart. Tmmediately following that child iz a
child of ssvitesn yvears and a half that has murdersd its father.
Under this legislation the child of seventeen and & half that
has murdered its father cannot be taken into any other memxfhx
court, because fthis legislation declares cxclusive jurisdioc-
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$3 " 5ll children up to eighteen.  That child of sevsnteen
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and a half that has murdered father or mother camnot be sent o
stéte prison, cannot be punished for the crims. If it is &
m%le child it may be sent to the School for Boys at Meriden; if
it ie a female child it would be sent to the Industrial School
for Girls. The fundamental principle of this thing naturally
léada to tals, that the third case we will say willl be a de=-
linquent father, who perhaps has besn guilty of & crime againet
nis child. That case comes under the jurisdiction of the juve-
nile court. The fifth case is perhaps one of some little child
whose mother has been taken to the insane rstreat - the father
iz dead. We have five differat cases absolutely different --
a little child dependent at the age of four, the child of 17 and
‘& hslf that is a murdered, the father of perhaps forty who is
gullty of & crime against his child -- =211 these linss up toge-
ther in the juvenile court. |

I know everybody in this room is just as anxious as [ am
0 look out for the children. I fesl that the members of the
Judiciary Committee ars just as concsrned as‘l am about the
welfare of the c¢hildren. It is simply a cass ofcalling their
attention to the practical operation of this legislation.
fhat we started out to do was to protect children from associa-
tion with evil influences, but by the powers glven t o the juve-
nile gourts you foree into the same group of psople who ars
8imply guilty of the crime of poverty or misedemeanor, to De
aggociated with people who are guilty of the most unspsakable
Crimes. In an ordinary police court you might have cases of

theft or drunkenness, but we know that the most abhorrent cases
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ar8 thoss concerning the violation of children, and all those

cages are grouped together under the jurisdiction of the juve-

nile court. It is all on the principle that whatever affects
the child m& must go in the juvenile court. I am sure the women

of this meeting, if they had to go to a court of sguity, perhaps
in & matter involving an estats, or seeking a guardianship for
some dependent, that they would not want to be herded togsther
with psople who are gullty of the most unspeakable crimes. Why
they should he herded in the same court as children --1 think
the thing is infinitely more odious, hence I cannot oonsént to
this kind of legislation, becausse I think that while it starts
out with very good intentions, the practical working will be ab-
golutely vicious and contrary to the whole purposs of these peo=-
ple gathersed together in regard to this matter.

That is only one phass. Another thing i s, it takes for
granted that the state is primarily the custodigm of the child.
Under mmerican law the state 1s always simply an assistant to
the parent; if the parent becomes unable or unfit to take care
of the children, then the state comes in. It ié only when & con=
dition becomes a menacs to the welfare of the state that under
legislation the céurta intervens. I don't see why it should
De necessary to take svery case that came into the probate court,
of guardianship affairs, intd an atmosphere where you have %o
@Xxamine criminals. I don't fzel that the psychology underly-
ing this piece of legislation is at all corrsct.  Itls taken
for zranted that a man who is guilty of an unspeakable crime

8 slwmply an unfortunate. I am not yet ready to admit that in
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a matter of législation we should consider every man who is
guilty of a crime as simply mentally defective. I think there
are soms people gullty through malice.

I appear in the name of the child. Out of 35,000 born
in Comnecticut last year, I am here repressnting 33,000, --in
other words, about tWo thirds of the children born in this state.
I would like to say & word for them. I am not objeotiﬁg to any
meaggure that mayv be for the welfars of the children, but I do
object to this &e decidedly vicious. Mr. Ivss said that severy
vody can file a petition, but everybody is not prosscuting at-
terney. BEvsryoody may become prosscuting attoewnsy if he secs
fit because thare 13 not an adeguate force at hand to investi-
zate the petition. In some cases no person should be brought
into the juv&nﬁl& court until adsguate Investigation is mads.
That is left to the discretionm of the judgs. He may send‘a
probation officer and investigage 1if he wants to. He doss
not have to.

What cught to be done in th is matter is to realize that
the state ought not to intervens in any case until it has evi-
dence that there is a menace to civilization! If a child is
Placed out that has fo be followed up. Wa have nlacad out
children from St. Agnes Home, which has taken care of about
1,380 children, children born under all kinds of physical dis-
advantages, and children who are lsft to us as a legacy from
the nfiu.® In evary instance we try to place out children.

Ve placed out 900 children out of 1,390 that came to ue in the

lagt six years. Ve feel that we are going to be so surs of the



home that we don't have to go near that home again. Under
thls legisdation we could not place out that ch ild without
feeling that every self-rsspecting, decent person with whonm
we place a child is going to be subjected to the annoyance for
the rest of his 1ifs ef.having somebody comg in from time to
time to investigate the condition of his howms. I say that
decidedly works to the disadvantage of the child. It does
not want to be reminded that it dosgs not velong to that man;
that that is not its home; scmsbody coming in and he begins e
88y "Woy an I here; it is not my homei" It is emphasizing
in the mind of the child that it is really a ward of the State
of Conncctiocut, and not at all in any sense & child that is
going to find any protection in its home.

The powers that are demandsd in this legislation are &
menace to the welfare of the community, because they don't do
what they attempt to, and what I an sure no pereon in this roouw
wants to have them, in regard to dependent children. Supposs
I have a partner and he dies, and his wife dies and leaves taiee
children. They may be as dear to me as wy own chdldren would
be. I cannot %take those children into my home unless I go to
the Bursau of Welfare and get a licsnse and rensw that every
year as long aa I take care of those three children. Thers
way be reasons why it would not be prudent or wise to adopt
thoss children. I have got to get the approval of the 3State
of Ceonnecticut. T say that if I have got to go through all
that red tape, it will end by my not wanting to bother with
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the childrean. Treypare going to be thrown on other people's
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hands. I started to read this over last aight at eight o'clock;

I gorked on it till halfpast esleven.  Perhaps there are other
matters just asg deix detrimental. I am not opposed to child
welfare, but I am opposed to this bill with its genseral princi=-
pies.
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